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THE ALLIED OFFENSIVE-FOURTH^WIPERS"
\ Renewal of Combat on the Sector

Which Has Seen the Most
Tremendous Fighting

of the War

By FRANK H. SIMONDS
Author of "The Great War." "They Shall Not Pass"

*Ynen ar*. endeavors to review the latest,
operations. the opening of a VW9»-\

-afcB-ave ia Flanders there is an imme-

.jBtB realization of how much history has

b»en made in tha langle be*-

.ne North Sea and the

Jrench frontier. No single sector of the

Europe»n batt'.efield has seen so contin-

aous or tremendous nghting. and the past

pale* befcre the present.
Going back neariy three years to Lhe

tu\j davs of October, 1914, it will be re-!

called that Field Marshal Sir John French

ic4*k hi» troops out of the trenches at the

Aiinfl and started them north. His ob-

.activfl was the German right flank south

»f Lille.still he!d by the French. His

irmy was transported north to the vicin-

tty of St. Omer and Estaires, then it

wheelfd to the east and moved toward

the German flank.
What followed is history, not even

now familiar. The small British army
came almost immediately into contact with

huge German forces. its own flank was

threatened when Antwerp fell and the

German eonquerors came pounding down

along the coast through Ostend to the

Yier River.
-t at once the Bntish offensive

baxane a desperate and almost despairinp
flflasaa*ive. To the north the British flank

was bent round until it faced north, not,

eut ind ia the *outh the centre was;
:tmmai back upon Ypres and one after

inotkr all the vantage points were lost.j
until thfl Ypres salient assumed the shape
..tra.« to bear for nearly three years and

tat British were threatened with complete
mnihi'a-
The flnt days of November. 1014. saw

thi cr.d of the storm. French reserves

CaaM up- the Prussian Guard made its final

sasuccessful effort>.the road I Calais

re*i and trench warfare was now

the of things fl -erland to

ea. And while the British reg-

t*tt flrray. the "Old Contemptibles," was

at Ypres. the French Fusiliers
Hahns mad- reat sacrifice at Dix-

aade. December 1 saw the first struggle
is Flanders ended; an exhausted British

irmy had just managed to hang on.regi-
aenu reduced to handfuls. bngades now

itthe strength of companici.

Th* Poiion Ga» Attack

* months later the Flanders hattie-

faMs woke to new fame. In the latter

diyi of Apnl the Germa- launched their

first poison gas attack to the westward of

Ypres-between this town and Dixmude.

Tha blow fell upon French African troops.

ind they collapsed. opening the flank of

tas Canadians Jut *est of Ypres. and for

i few houn the German road to Calais

wai clear.
But the r rench ral'.ie-:. the ( anauian*

ttood and died ia an uneq-al struggle, re-

sn-va. came and the gap was closed. Thcre-

necessary to draw the Bntish

fcskack nearer' ownsnowmen-

mmi in tne latest battle news were aban-

.aad; the French. driven beyond the Yser

and made jrood thia line

-4he British cta now

assppeared under German shelling. This

P«>sition was, however. always dangerous.
W the Germans. sitting on the hills which

ia**r»ui.d Ypres l.ke the nm of a bowl,
f,re into the Bl

Aad from May 1, l&lo, to J*»ne -. 1917'
'bt Bntish took their medicine. The Ypres
«*alsat acquired evil fame as the worst

*****-, on the Western front. One school
*f Britiah experts urged retreat because

* taa military we..knea» of the position.
. rtXrtaX to th*- **\ -0 Kerrnrne!
*** Seharfenberg, another insisted that

amWm .ould be too great if the

****aBMU »t last entered Ypre«. And thia
"*r* pra

Aa ArtilUr* Tratamg School

''.m M*7, 1915, to June of this year
."..m eeased to he a point of dispute, al-

m***M it *>!,. . . ' fl quiet point The
"**arii uaed the seetor to train their ar-

****-TT tha i>ba«r*rati«7ii ronditionfl wer* flo

¦^.al*. Uay and niftM raiaod

tiewn upon Yprcr until little was left of it?

wonderful architectural monuments.
itl June of thia year the British sud¬

denly struck. Between Ypres and Armen-
tieres tho German--- in October, 1914, ha i
driven in a wedge gainine the high grou-d
of the Messines or Wytschnete ridge- the
"white sheet" ridge of the "Tommy." From
this ridge they swept the two roads leading
into Ypres from the west. Literally, the
Germans sat on the ber.ehes of a stadium
and shelled the British in the pit below.
This blow abolished the Ypres salient.
straightened the British line from Ypres
to Armentieres and not merely "put out"
the German eyes but also gave the British
the observation points looking eastward a*

the Lys and beyond the Lys to Lille.
This quick thrust, it is now clear, was

the first step in a grander operation. It
was necessary to blind the Germans before
*he great preparations could be made for »

general offensive, and the time from June
to August measures the period of intensive

preparation for the new offensive.

Why Yprea'
Why did the British selcct the Ypres

sector for their offensive? It seems to me

that they were in part compelled to do this

by the Hindenburg retreat of the spring.
This left a desert, destitute of communica¬
tion, from St. Quentin to the vicinity of
Arras. The Vimy Ridge offflnsivtj. broke

down the buttress of this new German line
.the Hindenburg line.but the "myitch
lines" behind remained. To continue at

this point meant the destruction of many
French cities and towns, Douai, Cambrai
and more remotely Yalenciennes; it meant
ithe ruin of the great industrial region of

France, and it meant fighting over a coun¬

try thickly studded with villages and
towns which lcnt themselves to defensive
preparation.
To strike further north between La Bas-

see and Lens meant ultimate ruin to Lille.
Roubaix and Tourcoing, great industrial
towns with a combined population of more

than 400,000. It meant destruction to a

great and densely populated region r»f

France. and it meant fighting over ground
highly advantagc*ur to the Germans.
To strike between the Lys and the sea.

on the other hand, meant to fight over an

agricultural region with almost no con¬

siderable towns. It meant to operate ia

country relatively flat and offering no such
obstacles aa the Somme region. with its

many hills ar.d deep cut valleys. It meant

also operating in the sector nearest to
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Great Britain, and therefore neareat to

the aea baae-, thut re-iucing the problem
of raii transportation in France.no in

ierable factor.
The ultimate atralegir a.ivantage of auc-

ceaa in the Yprea sector 11 plain. An »<!-
vance of twenty mile*. that is, an adva*nce

equal to that made from Roye to the en-

I af Bf. fllMDt.il tfc-J "pring, woui'i

rompel the .Vrrnans to quit «ll the region

ha»tw«*n the T,y« and tn. fhra W§) tha
fj^lgij. ... al.ar.-1-.n their t'

THE FRANCO-BRITISH DRIVF
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Left hand heavy black line ahow. poaition before the attack. Right show, poaibOO arter the attack. Solid black area ahow. ground gaineu in the

attack on the Messines Ridge

.,ome submarine base at Zeebrugge «md

their even more troublesome aeroplane
bases behind the coast. whence London ha"
been so frequently raide<i.
At the end of a campaign like that of tho

Somme last year the British might hope to

. ccupy a front from Holland southward
! ehind the Lys River. Or they might hope

rea the passa^e of the Lya. having
takaa ateeJn and Cambrai, and turn the
i.-rmans out of Lille, Tourcoing and Rou-

t.aix. **.;thout actuallv fighting in or about
these town?.

Krench a Original Purpoaa
cvt the German? off from the coast

wr.uld be to achieve the first purpose of
Marshal Fir John French in October,

s914, a purpose mainly miased becaaise

Tinston 'hurchill went to Antwerp, kept
the Belpian army in the dor.med city too

nfj and wrecked all the plana of tha
1- rench General Staff and the Rntish field

i-ommaidmt the""
'\pect that 'hf aaw

Anglo-French attack would I

f these objectiv- :;rst phase.
1 -rfg were ult."
if at all. only after weeks and months of

pre^ure and great tightir.g. to be
reaiizeti only after a campaign. no*

»ault.
Mean time. with German

German armies outgunned and outnum-
hered. the Britiah aad 1 nv.-h could hope
ta inflict greater m they iac
weaken the German mor;.

tenorating, and finally prevent
fer of German divisioaa to the M
profit from thfl Russian co! i- .

as the German army
concerned not wi'h the captir-
rot even of Fan--. bvt thfl :¦ tiofl of
French armies. the Hr:'. .ir»> ow mainly
04-cupied BOt i i'h
Pelgian te- * ,th red
man effectiveness. All e,;'
?« it was for the filllaaiH ir> tht M
ramp-

;*neral way. were and are

the ol "' the An-jlo-French offen¬
sive. The real measure of its meo

.1 be the cxter.t to which it
casualties greatar than it3 own

upon the Germans. If tt does this we

thifl autumn or next spring a

larna rttraat to -horter lines. or a

collap?e of German lines due to an at¬

tempt to hold too long a lme with msuffi-
umbers. But nothing is less likely

'han a piercing of the German front this
ear. Ir may come. ju.

mip-ht conceivably baT-vt pterced tha
'¦) lme.- at Verdun. when they had
rs and superior artillery. But it is

ItM unlikely to penetrate than was

--r.iun thrust, which had an llaaaeBt
ptiwt totally laekintr in the praami
¦¦iperation.
Ground Gained the Firat Day

Tundag now to the actual progress of
:he tirst atta.-k. wa WM that the French.

I'lxmude t<< Bluekaata, toteai the

¦,gs of the Yser. took back the ground
lost in thfl gas attack and dug them¦¦e'.ve.s
in. Un the west they v ere har.dicapped
by the condition of the country, due to

the floodir.g of the Yser Ya'.ley at the
time of the first fighting in October, 1011.
But eastward the ground wa - more favor-
able aml they made greater pr<
raafhing and passing tht* higlrvay from
Lizeme to Dixmude, that was more or

thfl striag to that how which waa
their old position.
The Br.'. h oa thcirpar. g

and ea-it. reached and in parts passed
the ridge which they had held before thfl

:tac\ of l*»H», taking po**ession of
Pilhem. which g;\es its name to the - Lft,
and lak.nvr and lo*ing Bt. Julien, the ex-

'reme northern limit of ihcir advance. Fast
"nd *outh of Ypres, along the Mer.m road,
.'amous in the ta * "W:per " th'-y took
Hoofjfl and made progress from this point
diiun to tha earirOBS of Warneton on the

.egaini'ig r» consdernhle portjon nf

Allied Strategy Aims
at Clearing the

Belgian
Coast

< mmytiahi HIT.The Tribune Aaaoclatioa

ia October nnd Xovcrr-ner,
bat by no means reachir.g all tha

Con tning attack at
'.us a material improve-

ment. for the :"rsr .ind second German
¦t the

S Atntrt'- on half thfl (ierman tirst
line hfl Ihe July ..ul for
many month- ?horeafter. all the way from
Ga___aeo«ii ta ThiapvaL Conpartd with
the pr * \rras
it was disapp.vnting, both as to guns,
prisoners ance, demo-istrating
;hat Arras had been a real surprise to the
Germans.

But it is well to remember that. tha
metho.i of a'iack ifl stoa-iily changing
and the le^sons of the French failure at

- haflrfl not befl I '¦ -'. II' Ffl tlie
¦i loaght too much. Mangin expected

to reach Laon. and thfl |aii ad atat,
hardly worl By
limiting ope ind thus increaaiag
the vaiue of artill tane< the British
<eem to lu. | II ¦ fllilfl uid*
a half of ground on a wide fronl at rela¬
tively aOflPJ

Tho un and the few
prisoners.fiflre thousand. ai leYOB

Battle of
Arra -indicate that tha Genraana bad baaa

ind had «

ifhtly.
Thfl n Ierman drhre at the

led tfl pro
fl-ent the tranafer to tbe
ftw as Mich failed. a* it also
failed

Allied Supre.nacy >n Heavy Guna
(.ernian and British rtpot flgrafl that

the artillery duel arhich preced I the at¬
tack was the heaviest in all Mftatry. and
for a fall fortnight Loado board the

The Baitfoh and 1- rench reports
frankiv elaha a complete aupri macy in the
air, whieh woald artean tbat the (iermans
\ere oMigi in the dark"
blue," as thfl p> .-. that ifl, without
thfl aid of air M

Apparentiy bad natenally
apped tho forco, as it did

m tiie Battle of Arra-. lt. aflflflflfl fljflfl that
there was a terr.porar lawn after
the original attacks but whether this was

due to weather rtmahia
to be seen. StfOBg ur.ter at-

,01 cortrasted
with the fi recent
righi ai thr- t also
ermaa eoaator prop advance

information. Similarly thfl '.-rman
thrust which doat British 1
ona north of the Y *r :.car ita mouth
some dajnj ag-. was an obvious attempt to
forestal! and break un an Allied drive in
this region.

much for the first attack. bflgM
and ended on August I, the anniversary of
tne opening of the world war and thirtee:
month3 later than the attack at th"
.omme. Tor the present the Allied ob-
jective must be Rouler". rather more than
a dozen miles north mi Menin,
ro the ea il on the l.y*. rather less than ten
miles from the preser.* front. The fall
of Menin would gravely imperil the (ier¬
man hold on Lille, the capture of Rouler*
would threaten, ¦.¦ it rno-:a'".ng se

riously, the German commur.ication* with
Zeebrugge flria Ghent and f,rt;<r<-~

A Long Operation
Meantime. it is idle to discuss these ob-

jcetivcfl with any idea that they will bo
reached immediately. N'othing of the sort

ely to happen. But we can see ex-
what tho ultimato rtrategk effect

would be of a campaign a> »accessful as

*hat of last year. It would mean a Ger¬
man retirement from the seacoast, pre-

¦ German retirement from thn
Noyon and Banaum* nliflntfl was madfl

hl bf the .Somme Battle.
Yet as thifl contest may well prove the

e battle of the war, the <>ni_r ef
forts to hold out an.l thfl German effort*
to cor.vir.ee the . their own peo
pie that they ar- aro bound to be
dflflptratfl ar.d may easily conftaflfl tha
reader* of boilctinfl who accep*. 'he Gar
man statement that the Alliefl hava failed
because they have n< * at once achiered
what they could only hope to achieve not
in a day. but in a period of month*.

Recall again the campaign of I8*>a :**4
cur own «':*. War. read what tho Om-
fodaratfl pre»s -aid after the Wilderneaa,
Spottsytvania, Cold Harbor, the failura
hefore Potersburg. It will furmsh many
a paralie! with cjrrent (ierman illetina
Raeall also that N'apoleon. having beer
defeated in Saxony in 1813, fought next in
the Marao country becau«e he had stayed
too long in Germany, sacrirlcing military
to political and n.oral cons.deratmnt.
We are at the beginning of a ea-npaign

that may well have eonsequences "npara-
le with th- - the ia*t Grant

campaign. Hut we are nly a< 'he begin¬
ning.


